A community of
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The FivePine Campus along Hwy. 20 in
Sisters is the vision of Zoe and Bill Willitts.

by Kathy Oxborrow, for The Bulletin

Health. Balance. Adventure. That's what
the FivePine “community” is all about. That
also describe its developers—the husband
and wife team of Zoe and Bill Willitts.
Transplants from northern California, the
Willitts” vision germinated fifteen years ago
following the sale of their import business to
the Hallmark Company.

“We looked at different areas and when I
came to Sisters I knew it was the place,” said
Zoe. Upon arriving in Sisters in 1994, they
purchased the land for FivePine but
development didn't begin until 2001.

The Willitts’ vision included a place where
folks could come and restore the balance in
their lives through healthy eating, spa
treatments and physical exercise while staying
in elegantly designed lodging and attending
events at the conference center.

Zoe’s passion is to help people rejuvenate
body, mind and spirit, which culminated in
the Shibui Spa. Bill's passion is to create an
environment where people can assess their
lives and understand the importance of giving
back to their communities. “Giving is our
greatest pleasure; giving back is rewarding,”
said Bill, “You know, there is no luggage rack
on a hearse.”

Bill is in the process of creating the
program to make his passion a reality. This
endeavor will be run as a nonprofit
organization and bring in speakers, among
offering other activities.
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In 1994 the FivePine site had only two
buildings, a small house and a garage. Zoe
began her massage business in the green
garage. Shibui opened in 2002 in the little
green house. Shibui now resides in a beautiful
new building, graced with a large waterfall in
the center surrounded by massage rooms —
quite a distance from its humble garage
beginnings.

The FivePine campus includes the
FivePine Lodge and Convention Center, Sisters
Athletic Club, Sisters Movie House, Shibui, an
office building and the Willitts’ home. A
restaurant, Pleiades, is under construction and
scheduled to open in January and a brew
pub, the Three Creeks Brewery, will be added
in summer 2008.

The Willitts” vision included green built
construction and a self-contained campus.
“The buildings are twice as energy efficient as
units of comparable size,” said Bill.

Once guests arrive, pretty much all their
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needs will be taken care of — lodging,
gourmet dining, brew pub, movie theater,
hiking and snowshoeing, spa treatments and
a state-of-the-art gym. Bikes are available for
jaunts into Sisters and other points of interest.

Amish craftsmen built all of the cabinets
and furniture in the lodge and cottages
without using electricity. “Their process is like
those used by factories 100 years ago,” said
Bill, who met with Amish builders in Wooster,
Ohio to discuss the project.

You do get a sense of “community” when
you walk around the campus. The 24 cottages
are named for historical Sisters figures and
biographies of them are available in the lodge.
Names on the doors of the eight lodge rooms
are friends of the Willitts’. The conference
center is named after Bill’s Mother, Elda
Teresa, whose estate funded its construction,
and three of the Willitts’ four children — Greg,

Riley and Pete work at the campus.

Sisters recently announced its new
“branding” theme — The Pioneering Spirit.
Cheryl Mills, Sisters Chamber of Commerce
executive director said, “Bill Willitts
exemplifies that pioneering spirit.”

Mills said one of the benefits of FivePine
is eliminating the seasonality of Sisters’ tourist-
based economy. The Willitts are trying to
create opportunities that bring people to
Sisters year round she added. “The lodge and
conference center has been a huge boom to
the local economy,” declared Mills.

FivePine has hosted several events since
the lodge and conference center opened: The
2007 Cycle Oregon bike riders stopped and
stayed; Nike held a business retreat; and the
founder of Habitat for Humanity International,
Millard Fuller, spoke at a fundraising dinner.

Sharlene Weed, Sisters Habitat executive
director said, “Before FivePine opened, we
didn’t have a facility in Sisters where we could
have held that large of an event and raised the
$30,000 that we did.”

Habitat wasn’t charged for using the
conference center, only for the food and Zoe
and Bill Willitts hosted the event sitting along
side founder Fuller.

Seems the Willitts are the best example of
what they are trying to accomplish at
FivePine, helping people find balance in their
lives and giving back to their community. “I
can’t say enough about what Bill and Zoe
have done for this community,” said the
Chamber’s Mills.
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